Kelly's Citrus thrips (KCT), (Pezothrips kellyanus) is currently the most important pest affecting citrus production in New Zealand. It causes severe rind damage and reduces market value of most types of citrus. In developing a monitoring system for KCT, three different coloured sticky traps (white, yellow, and blue) were compared for attractiveness to KCT. Traps were placed within the canopy of Meyer lemons in Kerikeri and South Auckland. A randomised block design with five replicates was used over a period of 28 days and traps were changed and re-randomised after 14 days. The numbers of thrips on a 10cm 2 section on both sides of each trap were counted. In South Auckland, only low numbers of KCT were caught and there were no significant differences in numbers between traps. Higher numbers of KCT were found at the Kerikeri site. White traps caught significantly more thrips than yellow or blue traps (P< 0.01). White traps caught a mean of 73.3 (± 12.5SE) KCT per fortnight compared to a mean of 5.1 (± 0.9SE) and 8.4 (± 2.4) thrips per fortnight for yellow and blue traps respectively.
